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■ **Thc Abo Call" is our awn paper. 

It has been established to present the case for Aborigines, from 
the' point of view of the Aborigines themselves. 
This paper has nothing to do with itijic»ionaru^ or anthropolo- 
. gists, or with ti^ti^m^ -m0'Wl!^ 

idl^ ^irwie.. ' i ' ■ ■ > ■• \ 

"^PE^jforan"infeii5rTa'^ 

' ihf edu^ttoii that whites rej^e. *^he Abo Call" will shaw. 

, iltuvMrfe do not want to go back tiiK:tiie Stone Age. 

Representlne 60,000 Wiil^ ^(0»^,^tptf \^000, B»tfca9t«s in Ait^ 
tralia, we raise our voiiw iiK^ii^^ P#(»tttifiityir 
and Full CittisiHi Jt^^^ 1 , 

*The Aba Ciir will fee pnfeltBheil onee a mimOt. Price 3d. 
1 The Editoi' asks all Aharigines and Halfcastes to support the 
' paper, by buying it and also by acting as agents, for sale to white 
. friends and supporters. ; ' '.^r^^'^v^^i 

Please send postal no^ when pi'derlng cppic&f '.[ - ': : ' I 
Add«8s all letters toijt---- '■'^'* Vs.. .f; .-s-t; 

J. T. P^tleii, rrhe Abo Catry Box 1924 :KK, : - " ' 

t Geneial PosI biff ice, Sydney, n^W. 

OUR TEN:;:POINTS^J^^;''i- - 



,;I^fatatioii to the 
Frime .HinUter^ 



-The following is a full copy of the 
statement made to. the Pritpe Minister 

January last. - . .;■ 

The Prime Minister was ' accompanied,' 
by Dame Enid Lyons and by' SiIr. Mc-' 
Ewan, Minister of the Interior.' 

The Deputation consisted o£ twenty 
^Aborigines, men and women, and Mr. 
Lyons gave a. hearing of two hours, to 
* the statement of our case. 

Please read these "ten points" care-' 
. fully, 'as this is the only oHieial statft^,.^ 
' ■ ment'of our aims and objects that: hair 

ly et -bccii"'m'adeii . ■ - ■ ..^ -A'i^—J.'-iikij 

■ ■ TO THE RIGHT HON. THE PRIME 
MINISTER OF AUSTRALIA,' 
MR. J. a; LYONS, P.C, CH., M.H.R. 

'Sir. ; . , 

la resoBctftilly plating before you thu 
iollOWinr -POLICY FOR ABOIilG- 
• INES. Wc wish to state that this policy 
has been, endorsed by a Conference nf 
Aboiigines, held in Sydney oji 26tli 
' January .of this year. This policy is Hit: 
only policy wMcli. Iws the sij^jport pt the 
Abongiii«$ " — 



Before placing before you a long-rjmt'C 
' pohcy for Aborigines, and while tht; 
long-range policy is under consideration, 
ivc iisk as a matter o£ urgency: 

■ That ■ ihii'$i»Su*(q«W^ GoveriimeiU 
shoi^d ^ifudco a-i|ie!cial fina!ici<il griijit 
to Wb of ttic;;'^ate Governiwcnts, in 
- proportion to the number of Aboritf- 
.ln*», In each ■'.State, to aupplennent eK- 
-'tfii^g- grants for. Aborigines. We'Eisfc 
••" dtet iemch aid should be applied to In- 
'crcasing the rationsyand improving tliu 
■lioUnng conditlona of Aboripines at. 
present under State control. We bcK 
V that this iimttur be trcateil ui'ffcntl;.'. 

;ia our ' i^raplu arc being starved to 
/ death. -,' • ' ■ 

rile following ten points enihriiccs a 
LONG. RANGE POLICV FOR A130- 
RlQINKS^'endot^'li^y our 



■ I.— W&iBSffietetiUyiT^uest tiiatjtiiere 




; afiairs. ^ ■ '■■ 

2^ — We suggest- the appoiijiilffi^.tn a" 
Comotoriwealtfal Ministry. fdi'-iAhic*igiJiai 
AfJFaii^/ S^;::lfflnra8l:er to hive" 'f till Cabi- 
net raiiki' ■*' ■i.'"." . . ' "" . 

3,-iW!fe'aiig^«»t; .tite apf»SHtitfStit;^oj;?3ft 
. Admiiustt|fiMe'''Milad ■ of ;tjhi«'';|9SaBOTi6ii 
Departing f I Slwriginal s&^Sfe' ps 
Affltjajtiistr^i!^ lie advised" Igf atf -^j 
^'HisbVy Bbardj eoins^Bting rf six per^s, 
three 'of ivJ&f lii!^ iSfeuW 'be of 
Aborigine .|aSbd> t*1)e^ito«ilnated^b^ the 
Ahori^aes: Progressive Association-. 
. 4v-?rhc aim" of the Department of 
AboiHi^nar Affairs should be (o raise 
aW 4bf>ri^mes thraitgliout iheXommoii- 
we^h to full Citiseii Slattis and civil 
^ttat% with the whites in Australia. 
1ft - iWBStScular,' and witout Ma^f all 

. (tt| Wti ^|ee|w the saine educational 
^c^lpttlilltieB^^ a;s white iK^ple. 
Cb| i m li^^iSi the. benefits bt labour 
... l^iiaHim>iMudin^. Aiintntito^^^^ 
, .• Court ' Awards, on an equality 
- , wtth white workers. . i 

(c) To receive the iull benefits of 
workers' compenaation and itistir- 
ance,' 

(d) Tfl recrive die beJtefijtpflfdold-age 
and invalid pensia]:fe8^>,wlte^i«c bv- 
.ing in. Ahorj^uaLs^lAatnS^ls: or 
not . ,. . * 

(c) To fiwa' lanil 'and property, and 
to Be.alfewed t« save money in 
persona] banlcttig a<:<»unt9| and to 
come under the same Inwa fesipinlr 
', ing intestacy aud transmissten at 
profit^y att thje .:ivlftte pcipui;^!!,^^ 
- ( f ) . To r(|[^*e W tweS^ ajw ii^t " 

;• r ' t^prenHe^^wp vf^stB^ 

5.— We rccomniend 'that Abd'tlpiiei". 
rind Half castes should come undcf^ mtU 
i!iiLnc marriage laws tis Wiitte'pepi^t^i : 

should J>e free to 'm$ny- p^lBjei* 0^- , 




i'lwla by iOitrless "Man" iftiyiwiMOii i; , i 

m THE CONM^tlifCE OP mh JANUAHY. • • ' ' i ^ 

T.-.^oater (La Ptrousc), J. Kinchela (Coanaliarubran), W. Cooiier CHelbciuri]e}i 0. ^irf^li.. 
oils {Mdbogrne). J, T. lVtC"_ (I-a Fcrcmse), W, Ferguson {Diibtio>. i 



i 6i— Wc I'ctomniend thai Aborigines 
'should lie entitled to the same privileges 
ircgarding housing as are white. Svorkeis. 
I 7.— We recommend Uiat'a special pol- 
■icy of Land Settlement for Aborigines 
■should be put into, operationj whereby 
Aborigines' ^vho desire to settle on the 
land should be given the same encourage- 
■ ment as that given to Immigrants or 
Soldier Settlers, with expert, tuition in 
agricuHnre, and financial assistance to 
«nablE such settkrS'>is>'|aK!)!Pe- i^-^^ 
^self-supporting. . ! ■ 

8. — In regard to uncivilised and semi- 
civilised. Aborigines, we suggest that 
patrol officers, nurses, and teachers, both 
men and women, of Aborigmal blood, 
sliould be specially trained by the 
CommonweaStli .Government Aborig- 
inal Officers, to brin^ tlie wild,'ji^^te in- 
to' c(»itact..y4th ciytbsatioR. ■ 

Sif^Vi'S'rwo^iift that all Aboriginal 
atid 'Haifcaste-wonieR should' be entitled 
Inif maternity 'and free hospital treatment 
. diinng confinenient, and that there should 
be ' tib dis(!;rimiitfatl<^' 'Ag^nst Aboriginal 
women, who shotdd beJi^^j^.; to^, fini- 
cal instruction on taby -liSfSf^- pnitar 
to th^t given to -white women. 

JO. — :While opposing a policy of sefnc- 
gation, we ui^ that, during a p«dod of 
transition, thj: present Aboriginal 
servep shoujd'be retini^ed as j. saitctuaiy 
for aged ,or i&on^etent Akitrki^ who 
may be uafittm to tftice'theh* pmee in die 
white cotnmtmhy^ on^fr >tE> mn past pol^ 
icy of. it^^. / 



. ETAir DIP MOtm)f INC^ 

White people immediately realised that 
we Aborigines have no reason to rejoice 
at the isoth Anniversary of. .white settle-: 
ment in tliis continent. -f- 



EASTEB MEETING 



A general meeting of Abon|^nea*wub 
be held at La Perouae Rcserve:on';Eas!i«K; 
Sunday {17th April). i fj- ' 

The main piirpose of the meetingvis< to 
'adopt a Constitution and Rules . for 'the 
Aborigines Progressive Aasodation, also 
election of officers,' - -, • . f.. 

Please make a' big- efFort to attend^t^, 
important meeting, whicK -mil, put'^bur 
fi^ht for atizer I^ghtB^ qn..a^^]^.'jl 



Send us ydut order foj^ a down 
espies of . '.The, Abo' Gall" and 
fftve iHtvaeU^Oetit to.f^[k|d« v»t^ 
'^flgtartetB, • ■-- ■'rV -"- •■"- '■^"■' • 

Price to agents 
2/- per dozen ' 
post frei) 
Betid cash with order tor , 
; ' "TBie Abo Call^ V 
r Wai im KK, 



The Select Gor«i^tteei upon the Ad- 
. ministration of the Aborigines Protection 
Board (New South Wales) took ;i lot 
of. evidence, and then dissolved wilhoul 
maiiing a report. 

The Select Committee was a farce, as 
most of the evidence concerned the dis- 
missal of 'Manager Brain from Brewar- 
rina, aud tliere was no time to present 
full evidence about the conditions, of .the 
lOjOOp Aborigiries ^ndij 
New South' Wa'les. ' 

Parliarrteilt was more worried" abOiit 
one white man than about ten thousand' ' 
blacjka. 

We call for a Royal Commission to 
invesUgate Aboi^^ni^ •MaU^B^ajlidn.lnjr 
i!i$.W.: 

We imve a big lot of evId^ie«^':.M(itt^r,> 
of winch win be published in^>"]& Abo' ■ 
Gall" In ^ufiir? nw»^et4, . 

linL BSI^EB'S PROMISE 

In hjs policy speeqi^M the N.S.W. El- 
ections, the leader ol'I^Vj&rtmtry Partjt';; 
Mr. M, F. Qruxiwrf praised "a new 
deal for Aboriginesi** , ' .', 
Tiiis is tbe saiine Mr. Bruxner who,.- , 
said .to tiie Millions Ctutt, Sydney, a few- 
montlis ago, that "Jacky-Jaeky is not a 
j,food advertisement for Australia." 

In Mr. Bruiuiier's avm electorate, nc^ ; 
Tabulam. K.S.W., the Aborij^es are 
living in dn»dj:Ul oindfti^, whidt sFe'.- 
-a very bad adveftisenient tor'' Mr, firtn^' .'' 
ner- ' ' 

We hope thai ft^'^Nevj Deal" will Ijo 
a.b«tt^,deal'tbtKt liav'e had for the- 



Our frtcnds In Darwin Inform that^ 
a .white man also was chsrged with rape: 
at .^e sM»e tima ^ Pasluaddlc, b(it no 
mein^n watt mde o£ tiiis in either 3>ar- 
.win oc $ydtu^ jn^jfeiia. ' 
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MOURNING. &. PROXEST 



About loo persons of Abprig-itial blood 
attciitied [he toiifeiencc. 

Proceetliiigs were delayed at the Ptsirt 
owing to thia.,©ffic!8l :S^»M3!fflteimiy 
Fi'Dcesaion. " 

TEIiEaRAMS 

Telegnuns wwie. received from West 
Austraffttjn QH^sIatid, North Australia, 
anld SLlfti i, Vfflfy large number of letters 
fnton-A^Ejghties all ovtr Australia, e-s- 
pi^ing support of the Cowf^cencji!. 

■' 1.30 p.in. 

Mr. /. T. Patlcn, P resilient, said: On 
this day the white people arc rejoicing, 

. 'bfll: we,' as Aborigines, have no reason 
, t0,;rejijice ort Australia's 150th birthday. 
' Oiii: purpMe in meeting today is to bring 
home to the white people of Australia 
the frightful conditions in which the' 
tialivc Abarigincs of this continent live, 
this land belonged to our . forefathers; 
150 years ago, hut today we are pushed 
further and furtiier into the background. 
The Aborigines Progressive Association 
has been formed to put before the white 
people tiie fact that Aborigines through- 
out Australia are literally being starved 
to death. Wc refuse to be pushed into 
thu h;tt:k-groun(J. Wo havo decided to 
liiilkc ourscilves hejirtl, White men, pre- 
tend that the Australian Aboriginal is a 
low type, who cannot be bettered. Our 
reply to that is, "Give us the chance!" 
We do not wish to be left behin{l in 
Australia's march to progress. We ask 
for full citizen rights, including old-age 
pensions, maternity bonus, relief work 
when unemployed, and the right to a 
full Australian education for our chil- 
dren. We do not wish to he herded like 
cattle, and treated as a special class. As 
regards the Aborigines Protection Board 
of New South Wales, white people in 
the, cities do not realise the terrible con- 
ditions of slavery under which, our 
people live in the outbade jdislricts. 1 
have uiinnswetable evidence that 
women of our race are forced to -work 
in return for rations, without other pay- 
ment, Is thi,"! not slavery? Do white 
Australians realise that there is actual 
siaveiy in this fair progressive Comnion- 

. wealth ? ' Vet such is the case. We are 
looking in vain to white people to help 
us by charity. Wc must cio something 
ourselves to draw public attention to 
our plight. That is why this Conference 
is lickl, to discuss ways atid jnieans of 
arousing the cojiscicnce of White Aus- 
tnilians, who have us in ftieir power, but 
have hitherto refused to help us. Our 
children on the Government Stations are 
badly fed and poorly, cdudi ted. The re- 
suh is that, when they go out into life, 
they feel infeiior to white people. Tliis 
is not a matter of race, it is a matter 'if 
education and opportunity. That is why 
we ask for a heller education and lietter 
opportunity for oltr people. We say that 
it is a disgrace to Australia's name that 
our people should be handicapped by 
uiulernourishnicnt and poor education, 
and then blamed for-hcinK backward. 
We do not trust the present Aborigines 
Protection Board, and that is why wc 
ask for its aboUtloni. (Applause). Jtt- 
competeiit teachers are provided on th<t 
Ahoriginal Statiims. That \s the great- 
est, handicap, put. on UE.. We have had 
1 50 yearB tA ttie whU« nmt looldtiE after 
us, and the result \%, our people arc be- 
ia{t eKti^ctdnptted. Hie wasen vrKy'tM^ 
cooferatoe 1$ called tcKbjr Is so tfaat the 
AiM^£iiis» themselves may didct^si; their 

.■ pidol^ft and try to bring before the, 
tii3[fice of the piibUc atid of piarUameitt 
l«^at' our grievance is, and how Jt may 

. be remedied. We 4sk for .ordiiiairy. eiti- 
tm rights, and futi .ecpiahly with other 

.ii&estfi^ftfls.- (Jt'/avcd- fesalutian,'): 
2.0 p.ni. 

j1/?-. IV. ncrijuson, (Dubbo): In sec- 
ui)di(lg the I'cfitjlittiaii moved by the 
President, X want lo say iliat all men 

I and women of Aboriginal blood are con- 
cerned in our discussions today. Though 

, som^ are dark' and some arc faifj, we are 



le^fatiiiinl The Aborigines Protection 
Ai^ iapipiies to any persons having "ap- 
parently 9^ admixture of Aboriginal 
Uood," Wc have been waiting and wait- 

. ing all our lives for the white people 
Australia to better our conditions, but 
we hayfi >i^ted in vain. We have been 
living in a fool's paradiso, I lialive trav-. 
elled outback and X have aeofi for myself 
tHe"drettdfal suAedi^ of .^ita^neniple m 
the Aborigines Tftie most 

terribte thing is- that the dreadted disease 
&i has miule its ajpp^aratice- among 
our pcc^te, and is w^^ng them out, ri^t 
h&xt \n JHek Sbui& W»Ia. Surdy the 
tinne.'ha$ come at latt £txt tia to do some- 
thing lor oiii%Ive$r and make ourjelves 
heard. This is why. ttte Abori^nes Pro- 
gressive Afisoelatitm has been formed. 1 
held a meeting in Dubtx) origimilly> and 

-the way the people respon<l&d: tjCiaaa tne 
feel that much could be doiat^' I held 
meetings .in .other^r ijf«St!Bl^.^^^^^. and 
finally; came to Sydn«^:r:()^te|^:|||: 
helped to draw natioBw; aniiiiS^^^^ 
grievance. We a&ff have a Coniiniittec 
who are bringing before the public the in- 
juaiti^.vwhich our people have suffered, 
CKJr twtitations ' liave astounded many 
white people, who di4...fisit; tealise that 
such conditions as ' ''Itelicribc coulo 
possibly exist in a free country. Now let 
me explain that our object is to abolish 
the Abopgii^ Protection Boaw},- 
plausn.) vws-arc goinc to abolib, :^«ti 
Board, no matter ho\7 long it ma/t^i^: 
Everything points to the fact tfiat, withh 
in a short while, many people Will sup- 
port us among the white citizens of Aus- 
ii alia. Our fjr,st objective iS to organise 
the whole, of .the Aborigines of New 
iiouth Wales into our Association. For 
daj's at the Parliamcnlary Select Com- 
mittee we have had to listen to slanders 
against our people, es^Ksmtjr: a^iuut ou^^ 
women. Can anjtjne wOader "why we re- 
volt against persons who suppress our 
peqpie ^d then, aemae us of beinE 
"backward" P if 'our young boys and 
girls were given proper ed.ttc;^tipn, they 
\vould be able to take theif- with 

' other Australians in the o pfflfej i H^ , Un- 

tufligfi our people in ^a verj' few years 
-wtII'M <t)*:tincf. Mr, Cooper of Mel- 
bourne will tell you that he has had- np 
reply to a petition addressed to the 
King, t say definitely that we do not 
want an Aboriginal Member of Parlia- 
ment. We want ordinary citizen rights, 
not any special rights siich ;is that. It is 
because, we ourselves have begun to or- 
ganise that public opinion at last is being 
awakened. Wc ask for the right to 
own land that our fathers and mothers 
owned from time imrnenioHal. I think 
the Government could at least make land 
giants lo Aborogines. Why give pref- 
erence to imniigrants when oui people 
have no land, and tio right to own kitid? 
Wc ask lliiit the Government should cjivc 
us sfifne encouragement to make pi'O- 
gtes^. It is progress we want, not 10 bo 
pushed back further and further imdef 
llie present Aboiigincs Laws. I say that 
most of our people in New South Wales 
have a jfood practical knowledge of farm-" 
ing, ami could make a living as farmers. 
If not, then the Government should teach 
our people the principles of Agriculture, 
and help them in =c;ttlc on tlic laud, just 
as they teach and help inimigranls from 
uverseas. Wc are backward only be- 
cause we have had no real opportunity to 
make progress. We have been denied 
the opportunity. In many parts of Aus- 
tralia the white people on the land are 
helped by Aborigines to such an extent 
that they could not carry on grazing oc- 
cupation without Ahoriginal aid. The 
Aboripnal is producing wealth, hut not 
for himself. Yet he is not oven allowed 
lo have money with which to buy clothes, 
and food. If tht Aboriginal can help the 
while man to make money outback, why 
not give him a chance to make a living 
for himself? We do not need Govern- 
ment protection. Wc have hud too much 
protection. Now we ask, not for pro- 
tection, but for education. We should 



riginal race to go out and help those 
who are living in darkness. If white 
people can be trained for this purpose, 
why not train our own people ? The Abo- 
riginal Protection Board system of ap- 
prenticing girls for domestic lakour is 
nothing but slaverj'. All Abongiual Leg- 
islation todiy is intended to drive our 
people into the Ahoriginal Reserves, 
where there is no future for them, noth- 
ing but diahe^rtenment. From rfiany hun- 
dreds of leiii(*a: i have received from 
Aborigines w ^ipf Australia, 1 am sat- 
isfied that 1^ ;i|)Drigines are with us 
in this moVetiiiSit for progress, 

a.35 p.m. 

■ AFi: Dmiy. NicholU (l^ktoriaii Abo- 
riffiitcs Lccifjuc) : On behalf of Victorian 
Aborigines I want to say that wc sup- 
port this resolution in every way. The 
public does not realise what our people 
have ."iullered for 130 years. Aboriginal 
girls have been sent to Government Re- 
serves and have not been given any op- 
portunity to improve themselves. Their 
treatment has been disgusting. The white 
people have done nothing for us what- 
ever. Put qn reserves, with no proper 
education, bow can Aborigines take their 
place as equals with whites? Now is our 
chance tjb have" thing's altered Wc must 
fight cmi- very hardest- in this cause. 
After 150 years our people arc still in- 
fluenced and bossed by white people. I 
know that wc could proudly hold our 
own with others if given the chance. Do 
not let us forget, also, those of our own 
people who are still In a primitive state. 
. It is for them that wc should try to do 
something. We should all work In co- 
opuption for the progress of Ahorsgincs 
tbi^gbc^' the C(»nmcin%>^^. 

Leaffite) ; After stni^litig for so many 
years, we are ' going to continue 
stni^Jog, "Protest" flhnuld mssa "pro- 
tect froirt inliiry*', 'but the Aborigines 
Protection Boards do not live up to this 
idea. They do not act in accordance with 
British Justice. I have written to Mr. 
Li^ons, w^o Atill ow^ m^. ^ letter. We 
must. cotttitiUe our ^trug^e tmtil we win 
our oblectiveB, ' 

3.5 p.m. 

Leliers and Telegrams were r-ead by 
ih^s^l^m^enf and Secf!0t^ 

3,15 itAiL 
The PresidetU, (Mr. P^tten^ii 1 vfi^ 
read the resolution as on the notice- 
paper convening this Conference: 
"We, representing the Aborigines of 
Aitahslia, assembled in ' conference at 
the Australian Hall, Sydney, on the 
26th day of Janttai^f, 1938, this being 
.the isoth Anniversary of the White- 
man's seizure of pur country, hereby 
make protest against the callous treat- 
ment of our people by ttte whttemeu 
during the past 150 yearsj and we ap- 
peal to the Australian nation of today 
to make new laws for the education 
and care of Aljoriginos, and we ask 
foj- a new policy ivhicli will raise pur 
people to full citizen status anil te^tWl- 
ity within the rammunity." 
1 wa]U to CKplain that,' in advocating 
.diolitirjn ol' tht; Ahorij^incs Protection 
l-luiirii, we mulerstfind that thtre must 
be some stepping stoi3e. The people can 
not be thrown oiit of the lescrvcs and 
expected to live like white men, when 
they have not had a while standard of 
education. We recognise also, «s refjards 
the primitive people who are still un- 
civilised, that there must be some 
stepping stone from the jungle. Educa- 
tion is the key to our problem. We ivant 
education and equal opportunity for 
Ahorigines. Our movement is practical. 
We do nut u;vnt to be held up to ridi- 
cule, by asking something impossible. We 
want a policy of progress and education, 
in addition to abolition of the Board. 
We _ want a 'stiei^r ^!Mft;: ttt ita'i^te'n 
civilisation, 

Mr. J'crt/itsoir, Full citizen rights 
means the equalily of our people' with 
the white man. I think ever}' one here 
has been in contact with civlllsatloi) since 
birth. You will find very few Aburi;iines 
in New South Wales who do not know 
how to count money anil look after 
themselves. If our people had education 
and ecjual citizen rights the colleges 
would be full of, our people in eight or 



support the resolution, .and not to worry 
too much about the steppiiEg stone. That 
will lake care of itself if we have full, 
citizen rights. If the Government can 
build houses for white people, why not 
build them for our people? If we have 
full dtigen rights to; own properly aiB^ 
to Qwfit bpufes ia v^ucb we ISife^ , 
-could not be tinned out as at present 

3.35 p.m. 

Mr. Coiuielly, (South Coast) : In t.50 
yeais the white men have taken away • 
the hunting grounds and cartiping 
grounds of our people, and left us with 
nothing. We must have unity among our- 
selves or J(ve will not succeed in tlie up- 
lifting of our race. Under present laws 
Aborigines of good character are order- 
ed off certain Kcserves, and are hounded 
from phiee to place. How can the 
Board honestly call itself a Protection 
Eoard? In La Perouse you have a 
special Reserve, where people have 
some citizen righlE, but on the South 
Coast things arc not the same.. Our 
people are not given a chance to enjoy 
life. They are not given a chance lo 
expiess themselves. On behalf of the 
Aborigines of the South Coast, I want 
to thank the men who have started this 
great movement' of Aborighies' Progreas. 
If we are to succeed we must be luUliei^i 
Let us fight on to a successful end, 

3.50 p.m. 

Mr. Jolinsuii (Bateman's Bay); Aa *t 
Vice-Prosident of the Aborf^ise^ Ptt^ 
gressiye Association, I want to say that - 
we must work full hearted to win our 
objective. Nothing done half hearted is 
a success. We should all worie' tqge&er 
lo arouse fjw wind of the white mtti and- 
women Au^alia to our awful con- 
ditioms. 

Mrs. Artier f^axoHj^s. Evet-'suice - 
we have been children we have bad to: 
listen to white people saying w*at is 
good for us and what Js enough for us; , 
and, witii no eAmA&m, how could we.', 
find things out for ourselves? We t^.' 
do nothing for progress until we ^ ' 
edt^catiqu for our children. I am .Mfd- 
thgii at] Abm^^nes in' A^tialia ate b^ 
bind us in this great movement. 

Mr. Tom Foster, (La Perouse): ThflL 
Aborigines have three eneaujes.. The flrsi 
is the Aboir^siiis; IVjofteetibn 
which has nttteii ti^t inost callous t^^^: 
ment to our pe^Ie, and has forcm'?:**! 
to do as the white man wishes. The wssr 
Ctid, enemy is the white raissioijary, who* 
preaches to ottr people. Some of tif^ 
are disgraceful. ' The tliird enemy nf . 
liquor, 'White men brought liquor for us, 
and it has helped to destroy our people. 
We sjpuld it^ifld .sb^u^S^ ta jsboi^eaf 

to ^^E^lM^ '• 

4.1ft 

Mrs. Gibbs, (Brcwai^iid) ; Conditions 
on all the Aboriginal Stations are a dis- 
grace. They are all very, much alike; At 
Brewarrina the children are taught by 
a man who is not a qualified teacher. 
Two old men on that station, one blind, 
the other a cripple^ are left by them- 
selves ill a half-starved state. The Man- 
ager of the Station and others get milk 
from five cows, but the old men get only 
condensed mill;, I spoke to these old 
nic!n, .-ind when they told me how badly 
tliey were treated it made me cry, and 
pray Ihiit this movement will be a suc- 
cess. These old men are ;tbsoliJte!y ne- 
glected. Though on the Reserve, I know 
that no manager visitecl them for ten 
d.iys.' They had no milk even for their 
porridge. J expla'incd the meaning of 
full citizen rights to these old men, and 
they knew that they would be better all 
with full citizen rights than under the 
Protection Board, because they would 
get Old Age tension tnud jrc^tur medt«tt 
attention. 

4.20 ' 
THE RESOLUTION WAS PUT 

TO THE VOTE m& w^mtux 
UNAifj|:;^Q.VjSLY. . ■ 

' 4.30 p.m. 

ELECTION OF OFFlCl?*t^S 'ifiHE^ 
SULTED AS FOLLOWS: 

\ 

3 'resident: J, T. Patten. 

Secretaiy: Miss Grovenor. 

OrgmfSiiig Secretary ; Mr. W, f%rgias(^ ' 

Treasuriir ; Mr, J. Kinchela. 

CONFERENCE CONCLUDED at s , 
Ihm, . . . . 
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GENERAL MEETING 



1^ BE HELD ON 





EXPLANATION: At thU Confereme 61' Abtit^^tmB ftda in Wydneu 
on 26th January last, I uiaa elected President of the Aborigines 
Progressive Asaociation; but i find it inipoaaible to carry on my 
duties in a proper business and legal mmner until the Aasociation 
«4^0».s ConaUtt^m md aeief Btttes foF thkauitliastfuv of Offieers 
^^i^^^i^'t^^ there fore lemi^ d &meirk l^ema^ Ma^ 
rigines, to be held at La Perouse on Easter Sunday (17th April) 
next, as per the attached notice. Alt Australian Aborigines are 
cordially invited to attend this Meeting and are asked to study 
the Proposed Constitution and Rules very •carefully in. advance, 
so ibia our Assoistaticn be ^amd tm ik proper footing. Please 
pass this notice around among Abor^^i^^i^ _!^^^-;0-.,f^^^ .f^^^J^ 
secure a big attendww at ibis importtihi"Wemh§: 
. . Signed J. T. Patteit, P resident. 



•- Ml ^miWBiAli MEETLNd 

„^sttrrJ'. OP- ABORIGINE S—T:f.^■.^•! 

wili.be held at 
on 

EASTER SUNDAY 

Business; 

l^^AdopiioH of a Constitution 
Rules for the A6oria*(»if 
greasive AssociatUfn. 

S^-mee^ of mtkimk 
. ALL AUSTEA^tlleEif ^^MM 

AND PBEmmi m^^W^ 

■ {I^Hiid) J. T. PATTEN. 

President, _ 
Aboriguies Pnrgres^tm AiMiStmSi 

•dti. Box 19S4 KK 
^iSeiieral Pott 
. Sydiies, 
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PROPOSED OONSiaTUTlON 

NAME ; 

I. The AssoclaliDii formed under ihis 
Constitution and Rules shall be known 
by the title of The Aborigines Progress- 

OBJECT^!.. 

■ 2. The objects of Ite Association are: 
f») To condu<a;jWfli«eaJida fgr the 

■ cnancipatiil'ii§fitt««a<^*'^«*= 

ATwriginisl. 

p 1^) ?P(J take all steps which may be 
' necessary to secure full Citizen 
Rights for Aborigines and re- 
peal of restrictive legislation 
concenunjr Aborigines. 
To examine all proposals con- 
cerning Aborigines Irom the 
^pcmit of vim of the Aborigines 
^f^QtOselvt® flti^i to fonnulati; 
"M^fe to place before the 
®ftv^!limenu of Australia Jo* 
AboiMnal betterment, 
(d) To print* publish, and cinriilaic 
hoola, papers, paifiphlets and 
leaflets to pronsote ©bjcets 
' o£ the Association. 

(«y To establish bianciics of llie 
Association in accordance wth 
these Rules', 
(f) To collect funds by sub.sciip- 
, . -■ - V^fefiS^*"^ donations, rtnd to cs- 
■ '.^Wsh a banking account under 
' ■ ' ^ the -control of the Executive 
Committee of (he Association, 
and to appoint Trustees, and to 
hold or deal with monies or 
■pX0p&^ •vested ill the Asso- 
id^iiii; and to apply both capit- 
al and income therefrom to- 
wards all or any of the objects 
of the Association as may be 
* ^jetettfil^wd hy tlie Executive 



CM '^P ^11 ^i^*^ other lawful 
aqd thiug$ as, may promote 
81^ bhjecttf of the jfosodatiqii; 
• Tsur- -as a^- non-fieetartanf;.';;»£^- itoflt?- 
. party-political; :<A^Qi^^{ma %f 
i Aborigines. 

To do whatever may be neces- 
sary to sectire equal education 
. and opportuni^ for Abgi^nes 

with \!f|u^. I^^JSg^ SHij^j|j)|^ 

MEMBERSHIP AND 
SUBSCRIPTION. 

3. Any person of Australian Aborigin- 
al blood or descent is eligible for mem- 
liersliip of this Association 011 payment 
of the Annual Subscription Fee of Two 
Pjil lings per member per annum. 

4. No person who is not of Ahoriginal 
blood or descent ma^ be a. taaeisee mf 
the Association. 

5. A reccijit in tlie form of a Mem- 
ber's Ticket, to be signed by the Treas- 
urer, shall be liatidcd Lo every Member. 

6. The financial year slialt end on the 
31st day of December in each year. 

7. - Any office-bearer or member of the 
Association wlio addresses public meet- 
ings or 'writes matter for publication 
must adhere strictly to the objects as 
defined in these rules and to the fine of 
policy laid dowO from time to time by 
the Elxteutive Committee and by Gen- 
era] the Assicic^tioin. 

8. lilte, !@ke^]^H«iE C^i^^ 

power to reprimand a.Hy:'^e^^ ^^tatd 
guilty of conducting propa^i<i& atraveis- 
ivc of the objects of the .Association and 
may suspend such menslper pending a 
General Mfl«!fi|i^ . .. 

9. A GeneM il^cil^wi sbiiU'-^t^":^' 
p<Twer to expel any K^etij}^ ifrom the 
AsstK^ai^Qn, proyitle} thaiti '^,m^^mok 

of ^In^^^ ,!^^lt'1im^^^'^^': 
Kif^0^--^^l3t^ki his own defence. 

. OFFICERS OP THE 
ASSOCIATION. 

10. The Officers of the Association 
shall be elected by show of hands at the 
First General Meeting held under these 
Rules, and thereafter at each Annual 
General Meeting, but if or when the 
Mcmbcrsh;;) shall exceed one thousand 
fully-pald-up members, then the Execute 
ivc Committee shall take a postal ballot 
for election of officers and ^all appoint 
a Retumijjf OfflcBf: ^'.^NEldo^' t{ie"'8l|ld 
ballot. 

11. Tfet ^/IS^eta of the iASfsobiation 
shall be ii^ei^lEtsd for the term of one year 
at Annual General Meetings and siiall 
hold olliee until the next Annual General 
Meeting after their election. The ofific- 
crs of the Associfttion shall be the Presi- 
dent, Treasurer, and Sie SeeretM^. 

12. No salatcies dbidl be^^aid tp o&ic> 
crs during the first year of :&e A-»socia- 
tion's cxiatenee, but thereafter a General 
Meeting may determine salaries lo \ic 
paid to Officers. 

13. The Kxccutive Committee may 
appoint Honorary or paid Organisers to 
recruit members and otherwise to con- 
duct propaganda on behalf of the Asso- 
ciation, and may appoint Editors of the 
Association's publications, but such 
Organisers and Editors shall be rcspon- 
fbti^ tSi lund subjeet te ecmtn*!. er i«all 



by the Ejcecititivft Cooiixdttee ; and no per- 
soo l^all be entitled to act as an Organ- 
iser or Editor, or use the title of Organ- 
iser or Editor on behalf pi the Associa- 
tion Wi^tnit 'WjejttetL mtdtonty signed by 
the J?i^^imli sudd Secretory ^stating the 
term and coniKttetis of appointm^t. 

EXECUTIVE COMl^ITTEB 
14. The Executive Committee of the 
Association shall consist of the Prijsi- 
dent, the Treasurer, the Secretary, and 
four committee members, to be elected 
at Armual General Meetings. The quorum 
for an Executive Committee Meeting 
shall be three. The President shall be 
Chairman of the Committee, hut in the 
event of his absence, then the Committee 
shall elect a Chairman pro tera. 

ts. If any Officer of the Association 
shall die, or be prevented by illness or , 
absence from carrying out his duties, 
then the Executive Committee may de- 
clare Iiis office vacant, and may appoint 
an Officer to fill the ySiSd«gK-a*nI; Olfc 
next General Meeting. 

MINUTES. 

16. It shall be the duty of the Secret- 
ary to keep proper minutes of all meet- 
ings of the Executive Committee and of 
all General Meetings of the Assoclatiwi;' 

POWERS' OF EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE. 

17. The Executive Committee shall be 
the governing body of the Association 
and may act as it thinks fit in the best 
ittterests of the Association, subject to 
such directions as may be given by a 
General Meeting. 

RULES OF PROCEDURE AND 
DEBATE. 

18. At , all General Meetings and 
Executive Committee Meetings, the rules 
of procedure and debate shall be as de- 
fined by the Chairman in accordance 
with usual parliamentary and club pro- 
cedure, provided that at any time a 
member present at any meeting may 
move special rules of procedure or may 
move dissent from a Chairman's ruling. 

ACCOUNTS. 

19. (a) The Executive Coittmittee 

shall cause proper ai^onnfS: Uf 
he kept of ^1 mon^ Feci?i:($(d' 
by and eiipended on betelf;: ^! 
J^e Assodation. 
ti) 1C1ie books of account shall h(i, 
Ibpt at. the Head 0£5cc, ini 
. 4^«tie .of the Treasurer, md 
shall be ^npfU to the inapection 
of members on tfae.'writteji re- 
quest of taty, three mm^ftxfi. 
made to.the Treasurer or to, &e 
■ Executive Committee. 

(c) All moneys received by the 
Treasurer for purposes of the 
Association, shall he paid forth- 

f with into a bank, to be appomt- 
ed by the Eitecutive Commit- 

^ I < I . . tee, ., after; . itayxof. .been . .ente red . 

i " ' into the ms^iUf.tSK Aesocia- 
tion. 

(d) The Treasurer shall keep ac- 
counts of all moneys received, 
and shall submit the same to 
the Executive Committee, to- 
gether with the bank pass-hook, 
at each Executive Committee 
meeting, 

(e) All Accounts shal! be passed by 
the Executive Omm&kt: he.'^ 
fofc payment. 

( f ) Payments of all accounts of 
- more than one pound (£l) 

shall be made by cheque, signed 
by the President and the Treas- 
urer, and countersigned by the 
Secretary, provided that, in the 
absence or ill res s of any ofHcer, 
the Executive Committee may 
appoint one of its members to 
sign chcfjUes in licU of him. 
.(g) At the Annual General Meet- 
ing in each year, the Executive 
Committee shall lay before die 
General Meeting a duly audited 
statement of the income and 
e\pctiditurc of the Association 
during the preceding year, and 
an audited balance sheet for 
the same period, containing a 
summary of the property and 
liabilities of the Association. 
Every jiueh statement .-ihall be 
accompanied by a written or 
printed report of the Executive 
Ippmalttoe ms to tiis' stAjte .9id 



COQ^tion ^of the. A«sodatioii<r ■ i 

-. and its operattona for^flrtV*'* V - ' ■ 
.just ended, -.''^f'':; 

AUDIT. ■ 

20. At the First General Meeting of ■ ■ - 
the Association under these Riiles, oner-'^'f . 

or more auditors shall be elected for the ' 
ensuing year, and auditors shall be elect- 
ed amiualls' thereafter at each Aiinijal 
General Meeting. The auditor or audit- ... 
ors shall be eligible for re-election. Their . 
remuneration , shall be '"fixed ■-,bi' ' the.:-^' ^ 
Executive Committee. ' '/ 

■ TRUSTEES. 

21. Should the' assets of the Associa- ■ : ,. ' 
tion at any time exceed one hundred t.. 
pounds ( £ioa), the Executive Coniinit- ' 
tee shall elect three Trustees, not neces- ";'-.'.^' . ' 
sarily persons of Aboriginal blood, and', 

the property of the Association shall be S'^:", . 
vested in such Trustees, who sliall deai.y .V-t 
witli the property so vested in them as 
the Executive Committee shall direct. ^'i' 
ALTERATION OF RULES. % 

ZZ. The Constitution and Rulc^i of the . 'i. 
Association may be altered, added to, or ; 'i ' . 
rescinded .by an Annual General Meet- 
ing, or by a Special General Meeting 
convened in the same manner as an, ; . 
Annual General Meeting, provided that 
notice of motion to alter, add 10, or re- 
scind rules shall be given in writing to 
the Secretaiy five weelcs clear before the , 
date of such general Meeting. M ■. :.• 

GENERAL MEETINGS. VM" " 

23. The Annual General Meeting of 
the Association shall be held in Febnia^ 
or March of each year at such times: Wt . ' 
places as the Executive Committee miiiy 
appoints .... ' ■ 
, 24. AH Pinandftl Members of the' . 
Ai^dattoft^tfiall he <sititted ;to aUend' \ 
the Atmtj^^SenBrd -liiteeting^ 4nd ajiy- 
Special General Meeting, on sbowlt^ 
their m«mher8'\tlcKet«.^he-qu{a<t«ri «t ' 
a General Meeting aludl.,hetwelve. 

25. There shall be. * btuint^s sheet at 
aj] General Meetings and all resoludons 
to app.ear tfaeFeon must be forwarded m 
writiag to the Secretary «t least fi^^ 
^nrieeics before the- .cUtte of the: 6iBtc^al 
Meettni;. No btfrise«,,^^ stich as 
may be deemed by resofu^i of the 
General ,M«Qd^ a matter of urgency, 
shall he oonsideijed bjr tfa<e General Meetr 
it^ unless su& ftrevious notice is.gl'vcn 

Iri writing. ■ ' . . •'■ . i 

SPECIAL GENERAL MEETINGS. 

26. The £j(ecutlve Committee may, "at ■ 
any time of its own discretion, and- shall . 
atiany time on a written request sign- ' '' 

by not less than fifty CuUy-paid ^ 
m^hers, convene a Special- Generw ' ' 
Meeting to deal with extraordinary bust- . 
nesB. At^ such requisitimi for a Special 
General i^flettng must specify in writing, 
the '^purpose for which the Special 
General Meeting is to be conwntst. ; ' 
NOTICE OF GENERAL V 

■ MBJBJriNOa' ■ . • - 

27. Notices of Or^rtarj; ^r Spddal^; ^ 
General Meetings shall be sent to all 
members by post, and the Secretary shall : 
caua^ t9 kept a rcgi^tear ccmtiitning the>^ 
nan^ ftiii addresses idl ijieiiabers f(8"i" • ' 
the purpose 9,f , pending iweh nM^^^^ 

post. Notices of' General ilif ectlngs,:; , 
must be posted at least three weeks''".", 
prior lo the date ri.ved for the Meeling,/ . / 
and '!^c,■Q\^||^M^,M^^ tllC; 

hour, ania''«i^'fl«^ift(«^M:M^ W., "^^ 

Meeting. '!V 
HEAD OFFICE. . W " 

28. The Head Office of the Associa- ' ' 
lion shall be at such place, wthirt the 
Metropolitan area of Sydney, as may he ' 
decided by the Executive Coimmittec and " 
shall be clearly printed or rt^he^ on all . , , 
publications, notices, and dSettiilW&'i^^ • 
issued by the Association. 

BRANCHES. 

29. Branches of the Association ma.y\. , J 
be established in local Centres thmughv >. . 
out the. Commonwealth on approval 
writing of the Executive Committee of .^r., 
the Association, but' the- activities of; .':'v; ' 
such Branches must not be in confljiSK* 
with the general activities of the Aii^V. 
elation as defined in tAese rules. . "^^l 

CONSTITUTION AND RULBE . 

, 30. Kvcry member of the Assoeiafion 
shall be jifiven, if he or she so desires, 
a printed copy of the Constitution, 
and Rules of the Association, or may in-,.,- 
spect a copy on application at (he Head 
@^ce of flic /liSBOo^lon. 
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The foltowinff in an extract from a novel entitled "Capricornia", 
written by Xavier Herbert, arid recently published in Sydney, at T/te 
Publicist Bookshop, 209a Elizabeth Street, (price six shillings). 

The book describes life in North Aastretia, and the author shows 
deep sympathy, <fi«d:.Utu£ercApf||^ 001^ 'ii^^t^l^iimi omt 

Half castes. . ;■ / 

In the extract printed b^MSk mi^iS^^&^'^^^i^M iBSiEWPjpS«B 
between tteo white men. ' , . ' . 

One man, PETER DIFF^^ tf. a w^ir^.^ 
dauffhter named CONNIE. '" • _ 

The other man, OSCAR, is a afi0^'*^Mi 
caste boy, named NAWNIM. 

The two white men are dlaematm 4^h9}4^sifiaf 9»e^ 
exists in North Atwtralia, •■'^^m^" '< 



, That night Differ came to Oscar to sec 
^ pa^rs ti^^fc lad <S^e by the tnoiitlil)' 
tnai} ^roei' SiofttliV '^^settr was glad to sec 
that he -w;^:! eober, even if i-eeldii^'Avith 
dtMt.'vMffer' was a drankard; .ti!rfn» 
■ ' t^ys life w«aJ«*tlay* ; but lately he 
' J)^ been di^ldne lew tlirough having 
bevn tHr«atened -witli di^uiss^ if be eoPr 
.tinucd in' the old sottisSi wayi 
■ "W^I," said Differ, after lesOjilnf H*f 
the failure to dispdsc' of N'awsl^ %»d 
what*VB vou eob^ to do with 1^ oftvir?" 
^""TlniiK.i!!! a^d him up to tho Com- 

- — Oh ttuifa a hell of a place. 
JHo*d be better with the Wsck BifigMs." 

i "What el«e can I" do "wJto mat 1 
woti't be aljlc to get }k cqlieh'wMi IDdycr 
for. montia's.'' " 
"Wiiy not fcectf him yourMlf ?" 
"Hefg no good to me, llihghlg aru us 
:S9od its lial£cast£3 any tittd i;ive Ic^ 
" twubte.? • 
; "©tfatr mcn iind jgSdd mH'- fm 'cm," 
saii M'&er dtyly, - 

* Osesr. looked him in the uyo: aiid. :S»id 
"Yes?*'- It was meaiit as a lluHat. Dli- 
ler uned Constance as a drmlge. 

"It^'seepied lo^ on Differ, wlio went 
on, "Yoii.i»n m muph good widi a 
hai£ea»l£ as a -n^te. Isere'fi my little 
Connie' to prove it.*' pijSer, wbo vm an 
ediNsted man, liftd'ddioated his daughter 
vfell. ' ^ • ., . 

"She's yowg yetv** said Oscai'. 
"Wwt'H she &ia ovk m b*r own away 
■from your ItiBiteHEe." 

"She won't do that if 1 can Jwte it. ,1 
•war*, to. take her South out of this 
cd^wnitnad hole," 
, ':''Ifo timttet where she is, the stigma of 
•01* BtagW ttfood'll always !» on her." 
Diffei' anslhsd at im answeted, "Ah no 
I'll pretend sha's u haUc9Ste of anoth- 
ei- race — Javanese or some sut^ race 
that tlte web doean't kuow about 
aild fl^£ore'll refipecC. ' She could pa^H 
for a half caste Javanese. She-tfould^ss 
for a Javanese princess, in fact. "fiiBP 
she could marry well and m!K,Avith the 
, l^est society." 

' pscftr, wQtfdercd whotbar JJi^fer yfw^ 
"'hot''''dttmIt-afi«r all, He asked sitBr a' 
pause,. "Yon mean ttiatf" 

• '-Yea — » to an extents I meau^l'm go- 
ing to' do all' I can to mal<e up for the 
i^ilme gl'be^ttiflg her. Certainly T can't 
ret "hw/Bt^ hero and live for ever rc- 
pfd^ jU' lan ^ihof^dadl. And .she'd _bu 
regarded tiie sanae (&w« South U^J did- 
n't'^ qhc was A halfcaste of iuaother 

•IKWmS^ ■ ; "" . . : 

"But'tiwi*? otid — i»alch% he? (ivt; 

H '^iSdw** she g^lttg to live other wisL' and 
-be ItiElifl^'as «ile oa^ht to be? You've ^at 
tiiifi* W fools^ — or they'll cciiBh you for 
jvk'hdm to tliar liking." 
'-•'."l^^ste^ should be left in their ■ 
place- — with the Bingbis, That's the 
klndeit way to treat 'em, If they don't 
know they've got right* they wau't. WW" 
,'em,,. What the ej«c ' doesn't ste> vjfou 
Imow/V " 

. ISiffef Binilw! ami stvoUcd iiis chin, 
thdl is^d, "But wiiy luft with the 
ijin^?" ; 

• 'r'fBccauBe.thex'w half .that.'* .. 
J . "'Wliftt Btiiitit> '&e other - fiRlf—* thu 
whiter , r 

'. "That's aubiiiurt'ctl." . . ' 

- i Differ smiled ajfatn, .iiui lifter a while 
said smoothly, "You look on lliti(fhis us* 

' wiimals, :LTlicy'rc i»t realty. They've got 
/S.^ljjffefeat code to oui's, that's all — Inif 

oiiu Ao'move.,differciit ill its -way thaira 
'■.Chinaman's, As a matter of Sfict their " 

(ftide of 'simple hrothtfi-lioocl la t!ic truu 
'.Ghi'lstian ,one.';Retai'cliiife' .wi't of, \h»ig, 
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rccognixed ethiea] one .of civlliaatiotii; 
whether pfr,ft(^Ssed or no, Ciyilis^ peo^ 
arc still tm tKWi actd creedy to be true 
Cbtisttans. The {Bito^nJs are a very" 
andent race who^^e the advantage 
of living in small numbers in a land that 
■ supplied their every peed. Of course 
they -had to limit their pt^mlatioi^ and 
guard Uielr gaimi to ftcnloi the advantage 
a pemanent one.. At any rjrf*, ttty were 
able to overcome the sheer anlni&l greed 
that is the chief character of the average 
creature of the races of the Northern 
lietnispheice. The Binghis* are really 
ItigliTy intelBgent -Apart from their own 
v[!i'y u'isi; ptaddeiSi which naturtdly look 
nilituicjiis when' judged bestde.out en- 
lirelj' dilfci-ent ones, sec how eager they 
are to Icarn anything a wluteman'U teach 
'liiit. Trouble is. wb,)tenim w^ji^'t teach 
'cm ,-tn) Uii^. dmt .ni^t .laisc ,'mn a 
bit—" ■ - , 

"Gu vni Yoa can't t<»6lt''(nn. I've 
ln(;d." 

"Oil? Give's au instance.^" 

"Well —.Oh I've tried lots of things 

— for Instance I've ti'ted to teach 'tin 
about the tatllu-mfivkct — coiniiicrce 
generally — in a very I'ougit wiiy, uf 
course, so's tliey won't think tht Govmi- 
ineiit's nij' failiec and keeps me for lovt, 
-us. tliej'' do with their communistic ideas 

— so's they won't pole and was^o. X put 
it to 'em vei'y simple. Just as i^»(»uld 
to a child. Oh, but ihey havet^in^-Wea 
to this day what 1 meant." 

"What language did you use?" 

">yhy — Pidgin, of course." 

"Ah, now suppose 1 tried to explain 
to you in Pidgin how a locomotive works 
— " Oscar looked thoughtful. Differ 
went on. "If Binghis were taug^ht English 
properl)', sent to school tike other people, 
instead of being excluded as they are — " 

"Thai may be ; So. Silt they're filthy 
tows. Mo get away from that. Look at 
iheir quarters here." 

"Wtiat about, tht slums of liighly civ- 
Ililfid cities f Why arc teams oif mritit^ 
iiiispqctoi;^ etuploycd if the human race 
is AatUnilly dean? CleanliiiEss as we 
fSntlW'lti Osear, is something we'vu learnt 
ttv^^otlg^h liviiig in crowds where it's daitg- 
ei'mis to ha dii'lj'. Bhighi.'i arc clean 
eiitiugh ill thtiir fanips. if they were 
projjcrly taught Ihgy'd be clean elsc- 
wlierc!. Stud 'em to sctiDot as iftlE&TOtS." 
Hul would thuy go?" 

"^Not theyl Woukl anyone of us go 
if we could gut out of-it? 1 said st-iid 
'cm, saniii W We^r& iSt^t as kids. Keep 
at il For geiierntibti after j^euerution. 
Don't look for immediate PlEtoi^, ' Con- 
sider how long it took to civilise our own 
race. Our .condition is the result not of 
a mere tcit j%ts jjr u| 
of agcS, Set Ifee 
same," 

After a pausie Oscar said, "Well it's 
not vii\\ch ^80 worrying about 'em now. 
They're- dying out." 

"Wtmt — with thousands upon thous- 
ands o£ 'em stiM in this country am! 
many j'et never seen a whilcmati? Why, 
da you know that eveii as f;ir as be 
judged, thl!r^^ ore inoi'e more-or-less wild 
'Bin^'hts in this coiiniiy than thiire are 
vvhite [Jeoplc in India? Ali I — wli;il yon 
Imve just said, Oscar, was said twenty 

— 'fifty years ago. If only tlic N^ition'd 
give a little time to trying to untlwrstand 
the Uhighi, they'd find ht; isn't such a low 
fellow after all. All sorts of evil breeds 

- — the st!x-mad I-Tintloos, the voodooing. 
A/i'icaiis, lite raiiniljals of Oceania, alt 
dii'ly, diseased, slaving, and enslaving 
niccs — arc being Iiclpud to decent civ- 
ilised nviirhoqd hy the thotiglitfid whitu 
people of the world ■ — while we of this 
couutiry. ' Lite richest in the world, just 



wiped out. They'll be like the Noble 
Redman someday — noble when gonel 
They put up as good a fight for their 
rights as the Secbnan, and without ^ 
guns 6f Frcpchniein to h^^ tii^, "Wqr, 
the kids of this cQWi)3'y''hOH6itr0i^ Sted- 
man in their games! what do i^iey think 
of that |uBt*^!^m>l£*JlotTb«ttt»'^cker 

and htntff^^'aiCip**^'!*^^^^^ 
how "was the liedman any better than 
the Biughl but in that he wore more 
eli^tti^ lind l^de a hoi'Se? You don't 
iiiaSd "*)|jthiEs in this country, and you 
can't ride I^Mif^^^; Jimi l.peik stk. the 
Maoris. "rae^'Tfeve s^ta :io JPi^'fiittWent 
these days, go to the l«st awtools, even 
fiei*»ii(* knighthouds. They were as base- 
■Jji^^^K^ as the Binght at first. How 
'sSd tiiBy win Jbohourf Why — someone 
piut them in the way of handUn& i^re: 
arms, sold them fitestsis as traded And 
then' one of them.wais ^tfeeii.tp England, 
where he was given sti' mtoiy presents 
that he came back as a rich man able to 
buy enough iRrearms to start a gi-eat war 
against the whitcman. Matter of luck in 
getting hokl of the firearms to shgw tltci 
wliiteman they were as good as he. Poor 
Bingiii missed it. Study the Binghi, 
Oscar, and. ^u'n fmd he's a different 
man Irpni "yciit' itt many ways,"twif #1 all 
'ways quite as good. Study him, and 
you'll discover that dominant litiif of the 
inheritauce of the lialfcaste you des- 
pise." 

Osrar pbnt^ired for a while, then said, 
"Oh, Imt hal^eastes don't seem to be .uiy 
trood at all. All the men here are loaf- 
er.'i tiludgers, t^ Wt^aea- pWlCtfesilly 
all whores — " 

"Do the men get a diance to work like 
whitenien? Look, the only half castes -of 
all the thousands in this country, ivho 
are regularly employed iire those who 
work on the night-cart in Town, Oeeas- 
iouaily others get a casual labouriiif^ job. 
When it pelers out ihey have to go back 
to the Old People for a feed. They gel 
no schooling — " 

"There's a schuol in the llalt'eastes' 
Home," 

"liah! A kindev(;arleii. A hundred 
ddUlven of all ages crowded into one 
small room and taught hy an lUKjualified 
person, I'll tell ycu .^oiiiethhig. Once 1 
had a look at thai school, hoping to get 
the job of running it, knowinj^' that the 
ttacher barely taught 'em more than 
A.U.C, and the fact thai tliey'te base. in- 
feriors. The teacher there then — - a 
woman — thought t was a visitor from 
South or someivhere. She led off by tell- 
ing me not to get false notions into my 
head about her pupils' unhappy lot. With 
a smile she told ine thej' vvere Only 
Niggers. So ignorant of her job was she 
that one quarter-caste kiddie 1 pointed 
out she said was a halfcastu, and to prove 
it called tlic child out and asked her, as 
ojie'd speak to a prisoner in jail, wasn't 
her mother a lubra. As it happen? 1 was 
right, A cruel ugly business. Of coursis 
Uie kiddie took it calmly, not knowing 
any ntlier kind of treatment. Just diink 
of it — when those kids leave that lousy 
school they have no-one to go to but 
the lilnghis; and su ihey forget even ihc 
little ihcy learn. The language of Coni- 
l)[juinls and Aboriginal Reserves is Pid- 
jiiu. A few score of words. No wonder 
such people come to think like ;ininiats! 
You said the women were whores. What 
chantt iiavt' titey to be anythlnj,' else? 
Moral sense is something taught. It's not 
taught to halfcaste girls, They're looked 
upon from birth as part of the grecit dirty 
joke Ulack, Velvet. What decent whiic- 
niau would woo and marry one honestly? 
ll wouldn't paj' Iiim. He'd Ik looked 
upon as a combo. Look at Ganger 
O'Cannon of Black Adder Creek, with 
his halfcaste wife and (juadroon kids, a 
dowiiriglU family man — yet looked 011 
ns as much a combo aSi if he lived in a 
hiacks' camp. Isn't that so?" 

"Oh 1 don't see much ditfercnce be- 
tween a black lubra ;itid a yeller one. 
Anyway, Tim O'Canvwn's hibra's fulher 
was a Chow, which makes her a full- 
blood and his kids liatfcaste. 15ut this i.s 
a distasleFul ,-nljject, 1 don't like tills 
Tjlack Velvet business, ft niakes me 
sick." 

"You're like the majority of people hi 
Australia. You hide from this very real 
;iud lerriricnlly important Ihtiig. and hide 
it, and conic to think after n while that 
It don't exist. Ilut it doesl It does! Wliy 
Hi'c there twenty thousand lialfcastes iu 
the comitryf Why are, they ncvci' heard 
of? Oh my God I Do you hliow that if 
}'ou dare write u word on the subject to 



work alihpBt chwkcd back at yqii?" - 

n't «Mt «r naaz be kept 

darfcf& that w^you't^ wtiting about 
in this took, of ybiifff?'' 

"No fear! ive learnt long ago that 
I'm c>spected to write about the brave 
pioneers and — Qh ittth [-^is dissemblti^ 
makes my guts t*J«tt t Sut t&]kin|[' i»| 
Tim O'Cannon, Oscar — mo.a of t^. 
men in this district go conibo, mainly di% 
tlitr sli'. How can tliey help .it? llwre 
are no white womett, WplilSd mor^tS: 
-jprefei" that tluise who ptoi^eer Should be 
tfejtual pervcrss? Wdl, H there, ore any 
Idds as the result of these quite natural 
iluttcrs they are just ignored. The casual 
comboes are respected, while men lik<i;' 
O'Cannon and myself, who rear thiS*; 
kids, are utterly despised. T^e ,the.eait 
f){ your brother Mark for -:tQs|aa^. A' 
^ffiular fellow —" 

_ ''All tiSI? -ll^ about IMirft.lft^^fc ■ M 

'**^^^B i^eiita?- mere «xsttiple9 — ^ 
po^tar ai*d respected men, their shorl- 
*iairih%i iSiUjghed over/ while Tim O'Can- 
nfiu's biSin ilSyiug for years to get a teach- 
er &ent clown to Black Adder for a couple 
of daj's a month to get his kids schooled 
a bit, The Government tells him again 
and again to send them to the Com'pound 
ScJtool — " 

"Well, if he's so keen on geltiiijL' 'em 
schooled -— " 

"llet-ier have 'em ignorant diaii laught 
Iiunillity, the chief suhject ojj tlit; cui-ii- 
cnkiiu of the Compound, iiut O'Can- 
lUiii's ;i l;l.^payer. Hi; pays his wliack 
towards (he upkeep of the State School 
up in Town — " 

"Can't he send 'cm there?" " 

"Whu'd look- after 'em if he did? 
Who'd in-oteet 'em from the contempt of 
(he ivliile kids? All he wants is a teach- 
er sent down once a month to stay the 
couple o£ days while the train's down the: 
ru;id. They won't do il." 

A long panse It'll. l.iQlh riieii smoked, 
and stared into the biack breathless night. 
At length Differ said earnestly, "Don't 
send the kid to the Coinpoimd, Oscar, 
It'll meiui tlie ruin of him. He'll grow 
up tci learn ncitbin^ but humility. And 
after all the G(jvcriiment wilt only send 
him GUI to work for some brainless cruel 
fool like Driver, Hy friend, any person 
who can adopt a halfcaste as his own and 
doesn't', will surely burn in Hell, if there 
is such a place. Think of the life bcforc 
the kid — like Yeller Elbert's — worse 
— like poor savage Peter Pan's, Life- 
long humiliation. Neither a -whiteman 
nor a black. A drifting notliing. Keep 
(he boy u while, Oscar, teach him just a 
bit to test what I've said. You're a good- 
hearted man I know. I'm sure you'll see 
the good in litm when it l)egins to show, 
in spite of the prejudices bred itiyou and 
drummed into you by Australian pap- 
ers and magazines that use the JJiuKhi 
as something to joke ahoui. Eeniember 
ih.'it though bis sidn is dark and there is 
Aburiginal in his blood, half his flesh 
and blood is the game as ycrnr own," 

Oscar turned on him angrily and cried, 
"I told yott ^m^'^^m^gm^P 

Hit. ^:^^ii^^M€e^:^ ikm MMer. . 



MASSACRES 

The 'Sydney Morning Herald" has re- 
cently publislietl tettei-b in which an at- 
tempt was made U> deny that Ahorigiiics 
were massacred in the early days. 

Wo have definite evidence, which will 
be published in future numbers of "The 
A ho Caii", that massacres occurred in 
almost every district of Australia, and 
that Llie blacks \viirc'iii00livM'i^^j0i^ 
oncd bke dihgocs. 

Whj' aie white people sncii hypocrites 
as to deny that they liave treated ns 
badly? 

We ask iheni to face up to the trutll> 
.liid to give us a fair deal '.^i^t^' 
up for past atrocities. ... . . > . -^ 



"THE ABO Ciiia^ ^ 

Send ua news of Aborigines In 
all districts, niHo reports of 
tt'Ciitmcnt, for printing in "The 
Abo Call", Ad4vcs3 lettei's ^ 

Box 1924 KK, 
Cr.P.p^ Sydney. ■ t 
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